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attached to each other, not only because of busi-
ness but by tfies of deep affection. The business
community of Ahmedabad is narrow, conservative
and self-centred and demands conformity to its
values which are often an irritating and unneces-
sary interference with the private life of an indi-
vidual, more so when the individual is a member of
the joint family. Hence the process of adjustment
for us was difficult and long.

I believe that the joint families of the past no
doubt served a "useful purpose and fitted in with
the social structure of that age. But that structure
is rapidly crumbling up now and could not survive
in* its old form. There seemed to be a constant
struggle all over India. The individual asserted
his right to his own way of living while the joint
family demanded a more unified pattern. Natural-
ly between these two the hold of the family became
less and less. It came in the way not only of indi-
vidual life but also of national life, and could not
fit in with the forces that move the world of today.
I believe that the joint family has got to fade away
gradually, but India being such a huge country
with deep roots in the past it will take some time.

The family as a unit, however, is important,
especially the smaller families. Living as we did
at Anand Bhawan my parents, Jawahar and his
family, my sister and I, we made up this unit. But
there never were any hard and fast rules by which
any of us were tied down to the rest. We lived to-
gether in one house but led our own individual
lives*, rarely if ever clashing with one another. No
bonds held us together except bonds of affection
which are stronger than anything else could be.
The economic bonds that tie up persons in a joint
family tend to become real bonds sooner or later,
suppressing the individual and preventing his
growth and development.